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BOOKS. 

• lnve an interesting- collection of Christmas books to notice, well- 
written' v^ll -illustrated and tastefully got up. 

Messrs. Methuen and Co. send us : 

Old English Fairy Tales (6/-), collected by S. Baring -Gould. These 
are stories of the strong old type, like Cinderella, Bluebeard, and Little 
Red Riding Hood, a type in which the bad and good are brought into 
sharp contrast, and very bad people do very bad things. But it is a 
type that children love, and Mr. Baring-Gould has done his work well. 
Now and then he works in one bit of legend with another, or weaves a 
tale out of an old ballad ; but he keeps with wonderful truth to the 
spirit of the old fairy tale. The Golden Bull, The Shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain, Southernwood, and the rest, will be fascinating to imaginative 
children verging on their teens 

Old English Nursery Rhymes (6/-), also compiled by Mr. Baring- 
Gould, is most interesting, but not quite the thing to be put into the 
hands of children. It is a treasure-trove for mothers who wish to stock 
their memories with the queer old rhymes that are among the earliest 
recollections of us all, and appeal to children far more than all the nice 
little goody rhymes that ever were writ or read. 

A Book of Christmas Verse (5/-), selected by H. C. Beeching, M.A. 
Mr. Beeching as the compiler, and Walter Crane as the designer, give 
promise that this book of Christmas verse should be a very feast of 
delight. Here we have the choicest of the early carols ; the choicest 
carols and poems of the days of Herrick, George Herbert, Fletcher, 
and their kind ; and poems that speak the wistful yearnings of the 
modern mind for the healing and help of the Nativity Here Edward 
Hiring and Richard Crashaw, William Morris and Ben Jonson, John 
Davidson and Jeremy Taylor, breathe thoughts on that subject which is 
nearest and dearest to the heart of humanity. Mr. Beeching tells us 
that poems and carols aie accepted or rejected simply upon their 
poetical merits, and lie is a passed master in poetry. This should be 
a truly delightful Christmas gift. 

The King of Andaman (6/ ), by J. Maclaren Cobban. This is a 
very pleasant novel, altogether wholesome and pleasant for family 
reading, with many careful and able character studies, and what is 
mom, and what we consider we have a right to demand in a novel, for 
tamily reading anyway— a quite noble, simple ideal of manhood in the hero. 
Mr. John Murray sends us : — 

Personal Life of Livingstone, by W. G. Blaikie, D.D. We are 
very much obliged to Dr. Blaikie for this very readable, thorough life 
o le missionary hero. This .s one of the books that should be read 
m every amily. We know of no life-history which should do moie to 
convey the heroic impulse. This is the seventh edition 

another M V **? ■ by L ’ J’ J ennin ^- Here we have 

another old friend ,n a new edition. We all know how Mr. Jennings 

It is'wori^ t", Sussex ’ and how Pleasantly he writes of the places he loves 
the hone of W T t0 rCa< ^ Paths and Green Lanes in the winter, in 

P f making a summer pilgrimage among these very paths and lanes. 
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Greece in the Age of Pericles (3/6), by A. J. Grant. “I feel that 
he who only knows Greek history does not know even that,” says Mr. 
Grant in his preface, and he fills in the links between Greek history 
and European history in a very bright and happy way. This is a real 
service, and one that will be especially appreciated by the parents of 
children in the Parents' Review School, who study Plutarch’s Greek 
Lives. It is interesting to read that “ the poems of Homer formed the 
basis of education in Letters, and that moral training was given upon 
the Iliad and Odessey. 

Mr. Arnold sends us : — 

Wagner's Heroes (5/-), by Constance Maud. We are very much 
obliged to Miss Maud for her graceful rendering of the quite beautiful 
stories of Parsifal, Hans Sachs, Tannhauser and Lohengrin. She has 
successfully caught the homely German note which makes these stories 
delightful reading for little people, and we can imagine no better 
musical education than for a child to hear these stories with illustrations 
of the Wagner music, if only on his mother’s piano. His imagination 
will supply orchestra and scenery. 

Be?ijamm Jowett (2/6), by L. A. Tollemache. Lovers of Jowett will 
read these recollections with intense interest ; so will we others of the 
outside world, who wish to become acquainted with a personality so 
interesting and so powerful. But, so far as we look upon the “ Master” 
as a mere sayer of good things, we shall be a little disappointed, as 
the note of this memoir is distinctly earnest. 

Robert Louis Stevenson (3/-), by W. Raleigh. A very sympathetic 
and delightful memoir, which will give hearty satisfaction to all lovers 
of Stevenson, and will justify the faith that is in them. Just the 
book for a boy who enjoys Treasure Island . 


Messrs. Macmillan and Co. send us : — 

Personality Hu?nan and Divine (5 /-), being the Bampton Lectures 
for 1894, by [. R. Illingworth, M.A. Here we have another important 
book written in the spirit of the hour, which is in the act of rebound 
from the limitations of materialism to the freer regions of spiritual 
religions. Common thought approaches these regions, however, in a spirit 
the more philosophic and scientific for its past contact with the purely 
scientific temper. The author carries us with profound philosophical insight 
from the conception of human personality to that of Divine personality, and 
shows that revelation and religion are the outcome of the moral affinity 
between these personalities, necessarily united in Jesus Christ, the Divine 
and human Person. The historical, ethnical and philosophic resources 
of the author increase the value of this contribution to religious thought 
and while the arguments are full of instruction and piofit, many will 


recognise here aids to devotion. 

Eric, Prince of Lor Ionia (6/-), by the Countess of Jersey. ^ East 
year we said to our readers, “ buy Maurice or the Red Jar and 
they did ; and it is a favourite storybook in many homes. This year 
we say, buy ” Eric, Prince of Lor Ionia." lhe t ountess of Jer > 

knows how to write for children a strong story in good and grace u 
English, full of interest and picturesque detail, and making its speci 
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books. 


iviauer ot 


" : f|le jjttle folk in the delightful “fairy” element, 

appeal to r is ]aid j n that happy upper air where the 

SS£ n «i: and find all things possible. 

Messrs Hodder and Stoughton send us 

O/d /-'arm Fairies (5/-). by H. McCook. A book by the author of 
Tenants of an Old Farm is sure to meet with a welcome. The curious 
evidences of tactics in the insect and spider world lend the author an 
excuse for personifying the small tacticians and weaving their doings into 
a sort of drama of Natural History, in which human people are allowed 
to play their parts. The idea is exceedingly well worked out ; and what is 
most important in stories of this kind, the natural history is absolutely 
dependable. The illustrations are capital. 

the Child Jesus (3/6), by A. Macleod, D.D. Mothers will hail this 
strong, wise, simple teaching for their children. The lessons are short, 
wise, clear, and manly little comments upon certain Bible passages, with 
most happy illustrative stories ; and the conception of the Child Christ is 
very beautiful and inspiring. This is a book that mothers will treasure, to 
whatever communion they belong. 

tales of the Warrior King (6/-), by T. R. Macduff, D.D. Dr. 
Macduff has given us a thoughtful, able, historic treatment of the 
warrior king of the Bible ; such a treatment as we should care to have 
of Alexander the Great, or of any other ex-biblical hero. It is interesting 
to see how’ large a volume of able and powerful writing the material 
affords. The manly heroic tone throughout would fascinate boys, and 
we can hardly imagine a better or more inspiring book to read with a 
boy in his teens ; or a work more likely to disabuse him of the school -boy 
notion that the Bible is somewhat antiquated and has not much 
bearing upon modern life. The thanks of parents are due to Dr. Macduff 
for this valuable help in the training of boys. We emphasise boys, but 
the work would be fully as interesting to girls. 

The Sunday School Union send us : — 

Gent/e Jesus (3/6), by Helen E. Jackson. The story of Our 
Lord is very reverently and simply told, and the illustrations deserve a 
special notice, as they are the first attempt we have met with to give 
the truthful eastern colouring to the wondrous tale. We have rarely 
met with a first introduction to the life of Christ that we can so cordially 
recommend to mothers. 

Messrs Longman and Co. send us:— 

The Red Story B,.ok, by Andrew Lang Mr Andrew Lang has again 
he orT " lse anc ^ f° r the young people, and it is good news that 
ouke a, m °T P /° miSeS f ° r neXt yCar “ h0me thing as true as History and 
S well u as Fa ines.” The stories are by various authors 

Mav KenH n ?r n D n a me « SUCh names for exam P le as Mr. Crockett, Miss 
ring which ^ ' n^i ' a ^> arc ^ ’ an ^ almost all of them have the heroic 
that tha l h U d ° SOme,llin £ more than entertain the young folk ; not 
can have nr> \ • ^ ™ eans a thing, but possibly the story-teller 

in his readers U ! K ^° n than fhat of kindling the heroic impulse 
ne o the most historically interesting is the Story of 
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Edmund ; the most heroically interesting is The Adventures of the 
Bull of Earlstozvn , and the queerest story is The Man in White. 

A capital Christmas gift-book. 

The Adventures of two Dutch Dolls (6/-), by F. K. Upton. The joke 
of the wooden Dutch doll with her uncompromising joints probably strikes 
children as much as it does their elders. Here we 'have the joke played 
out. These Dutch dolls play ‘'high jinks” in a toy shop one fine night 
together with niggers, hobby horses, and other “ sparks” of the toy shop. 
The illustrations are very humorous, and doubtless the notion of the 
dolls pranking about at night will amuse the little folks very much. 

Dear Editor. — An article that deserves being reprinted in its entirety 
in the Parents Review , and that certainly should be studied bv eveiv- 
one of its readers, is that in the Fortnightly for this month, by Professor 
Sully, entitled “The New Study of Children.” Mr. Sully’s love for 
children and sympathetic insight into their nature always render his 
writings delightful, and every word of this article will appeal to those 
who have the enthusiasm of childhood. After pointing out in charming 
language the increasing love of children for their own sakes that we 
see in the present day, he shews that scientific attention has also been 
largely directed towards the study of children, both physiologically and 
psychologically. This leads him to the third main interest in childhood, 
the practical or educational interest. “The modern world,” he says, 
“while erecting the baby into an object of aesthetic contemplation, while 
bringing to bear on him the bull’s-eye lamp of scientific investigation, 
has become sorely troubled by the momentous problem of rearing him. 
What was once a matter of instinct and unthinking rule-of-thumb has 
become the subject of profound and perplexing discussion. Mothers — 
the light sort of mothers, that is — feel that they must know au fond 
this small speechless creature, which they are called upon to direct into 
the safe road of manhood. And professional teachers, more particularly 
the beginners in the work of training children, whose task is in some 
respects the most difficult and the most honourable, have come to see 
that a clear insight into child-nature and its spontaneous movements 
must precede any intelligent attempt to work beneficially upon this 
nature.” Hence many are being led to make minute observation of 
children’s ways, and to watch the process of their growth, physical and 
mental. The work is more difficult than at first sight appears, and needs 
special gifts, but even the unskilled can help, and the co-operation of 
all who have access to children should be freely given to those who are 
making a study of this important subject. 

In the same magazine Mr. Hugh Chisholm argues that it is not 
enough to “counteract the ‘Penny Dreadful’ ” by the provision of whole- 
some and attractive substitutes, but that the law should be inxoked to 
suppress that which is working such incalculable mischief amongst the 
young of our large towns, and this he considers it has powei to do. ie 
most valuable part of his paper to my mind is the urgency with w m t 
he insists upon the importance of moral teaching as part of the cuiricu urn 
of our elementary schools, and the suggestion he makes that t ie teac it is 
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, cted with the same authority out of school hours as is 
should be en uk of our higher class public schools, that they 

P ossesse n ^ ze the boys into “houses” on the same model and endeavour 
**" influence them for good in their playtime. This has been actually 
tried he says, in the East End by an Oxford man. The “Penny 
Dreadful ” question has also been largely discussed by the daily papers, 
one of the best contributions that I have noticed being that by “Rusticus” 
in the Daily Chronicle of October ioth. 

In reply to the article by Mr. Deane, “The Religion of the Under- 
graduate,” to which I referred last month, are two short papers by 
Reginald H. Fellows and H. Legge, rebutting on behalf of Cambridge 
and Oxford respectively the charge brought against undergraduates that 
their attitude towards religion is that of “an easy-going agnosticism.” 
Both these writers deny that any such spirit is general ; they admit that 
young men are apt to pass through a period of genuine doubt, or 
“ scepticism ” in its natural meaning, and that in a community where 
there is much discussion of religious and philosophical questions there 
must be a certain amount of sincere agnosticism, born of earnest and 
profound thought. But on the whole they considered that undergraduates 
should be described as “ indifferent, ” not as “agnostic.” They blame 
the clerical fellows for the manner in which they too often neglect the 
religious oversight of those committed to their charge, but they defend, 
and in my opinion rightly, the institution of college chapels, only 
stipulating that more should be done to render the services in them 
seemly and attractive. They do not consider the study of “Paley” to 
be productive of the mischief traced to it by Mr. Deane, but suggest a 
regular tiaining in faith and religion as part of the preparation for a 
degree- W hilst disagreeing entirely with many of his sweeping generalisa- 
tions, they admit that Mr. Deane has done good service in broaching the 
question, and with one accord they conclude their articles by proclaiming 
the need (to adopt Mr. Fellows’ words) of the “permanent extension of 
tie sphere of Christian thought and influence both in our Universities and 
in the world ... the re-establishment in its full vigour of the Church 
mditant . . militant that is to say against the many forms of 

evil and selfishness that ever abound in our midst— a Church that is 
oremost to urge us on to the accomplishment of noble deeds— a Church 
t at is ever pointing onward to a nobler life, but not 4 militant ’ in a spirit 
that would re-enact the Test Acts, nor ‘ militant’ against enquiry, nor 
mi itant against light from whatever quarter it may be shed.” 

must omit notes that I had made on many other subjects, such as the 
eport on Secondary Education (Pall Mall Gazette , Nov. i), and the 
o\ers) a out Religious Education in Elementary Schools. T must, 

, space t0 echo the censure passed by Nature Nates on three 
fail K 01 wanton 'y hilling nofewer than 60 specimens of the swallow- 

will tw f r ' U \ d t0 ex P ress ^e hope that our study of natural history 
in th» r taC t0 f 10 exterrn ’ na '' on °f rare species, as, according to a writer 
elephant**** ^ yCSterday ’ wi " ver y shortly be the case with the African 
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for entry should be sent to the Secretary as soon as possible. 

Parents Review School . — Ihe examination papers will be sent out 
for Monday, December 9th. 

Mothers Educational Course . — The examination papers will be sent 
out on November 30th. 


We are asked to announce that a holiday course of lectures on 
Kindergarten Training will be given by the Froebel Society, from January 
3id to January 14th. Apply to the Secretary, 12, Buckingham Street, 
Adelphi, London. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

1 _I'he Edito 7 ‘ is ?iot lesponsible for the opinions oj Correspondents ]. 

Dear Editor, — I see a letter in the November number of the Parents' 
Review , asking for the name of a book of elementary lessons on 
Physiology. I wonder if the writer has seen a capital little book by Mrs. 
Barnett, called the “ Making of the Body.” It is published by Longman. 
It is intended for quite young children, and is written in a most 
interesting style. E,M.C. 

Other letters recommend the same book. 

Several letters held over till January, to make room for Christmas 
games. 

CHRISTMAS GAMES. 

Dear Editor, — The following are good games for Christmas: — 

(1.) Hat AND Cards. — Place a top-hat in centre. Players arrange 
themselves in a circle at equal distances from hat ; half the number 
on one side, half on the other. All members of one party throw in 
o?ie card ; then opponents the same ; then each side two ; each five ; each 
a quarter of the pack ; each half the pack ; each the whole pack. 
One person of each side scores for the opposing party, counting the 
number of cards successfully thrown in by each person after eveiy throw. 
Winner, the side whose sum total is the greater. 

(2.) Shouting Proverbs.— Two persons go out of the room; 
remainder fix on a proverb. Each player has his own particular word. 
Call in two from outside. At a given signal, each person shouts his 
or her word All words to be shouted exactly together. Guessers listen 
and try to discover the proverb. 

(3.) Hot Potato. — Sit in a circle, one person in centie, stan ing. 
Have a handkerchief tied into a ball, and throw it from one to another, 


